
certiflcate of Exemption - AGAR zuzzrzg Form 2
To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or grCIss expendituredid not exceed [25,000 in the year of account *nouj st Ma]ch za23,uno tt",rt wish to certifythernselve$ as exempt from u ii*it*d assurance review under section g of the LocalAudit($rnaller Authorities) Regutations 201 S
There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annuat Governance and AccountabirityReturn to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certineo itself as 

"ru*pt at a meeting of the
;:lffi,XtJ,?t":;irffi,":ffioza 

ino a completed certiricate or exlmption is submtteJ no rater than 30 June 2023

certifies that during the financial year 2022123, the higher of the authority's totar gross income for the year ortotal gross annuar expenditure, for the y"* oio not eiceeJgiqooo

Total annual gross income for the authority 2A22123:

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2OZ2lZg t E+
There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limitedassurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then itcannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability ReturnForm 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of €210 +VAT will be payabte.By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

The authority was in existence on 1stApril2019
ln relation to the precedi ng financial year (2021 122i), the externalauditor has not:issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with itmade a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it

4 .z?'-'tL55

issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedute I to the LocalAudit and AccountabilityAct2014 {"theAcf'), and has not withdrawn the notice
commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31 (1) of the Actmade an application under section 2B(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlaMul,and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declarationThe court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of theAct.lf the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incured gross expenditure,exceeding f25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditoreither by email or by post (not both).

The Annual lnternal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, ,Accou nting Statements, an analysis ofvariances and the bank reconciliation pl us the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and AuditRegulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed andalong with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpagen before 1 July 2023.Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication
Signed by

requirements
FinancialOfficer Date I confirm that this Certificate of

lslr>/ziiz;
.{

Signed by

s nL \Lt i','")aj:---\--- 7:.-, 1,' j..';

Exemption was approved
authority on this date:

by this
r* iolxts

as recorded in minute reference;

Telephone number
, ({)ll

T I}SZ .Y veSg z-

Date

Generic email address ofAuthority

' brritgl,rU @\ e.Published 
web address

4.^....
1iflpl S tl ti_f.* fC ,t*tr,gK

ONLY this Gertificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (notboth) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30June 2023. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of t40 + VAT.
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2AZZZT

sAR q SH t LJ- fl"^ru sg (ctu*t.t ,-
s(nur *tl t'tt- t)c, c Rfi ' l t l,r_

During the financial year ended 31 March 2023, this authority's internal auditor acting independenfly and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance witi ffre relevant [roceduresand controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.
The internal audit for 2A22123 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table.
Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether,
in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard
adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate contruls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).
Date(s) internal aulit undertaken Name of person who canied out the internal audit

SRxr DR-ft c- R\*f'r"S/csl;r/ l'
Signature of person who
carried outthe internal audit rSl csluryDate
*lf the response is 'no' please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified
(add separate sheets if needed).
*nNote: lf the response is 'not covered' please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it isnext planned; o1 if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain wfry noi qatO separate sheets if needed).

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.
ThisB" com ied itswith alfinanciauthority pl ulations, werereg payments allbysupported invoices,

wasre VATandexpenditu was for.accounted
aThis assessed torisks achuthority significant its andieving reviewed theobjectives adequacy

of to tf
TheD. ratesor resu Itedprecept requirement fro am n budadequate getary rCSSprog against
the was redmonito and werereserves t/

E. Expected income was
banked; and VAT was

, based on correct prices, properly recorded and prompfly
accounted for.

fully received

VAT
F. cash entsPetty werepaym all cashsupproperly byported receipts, re waspetty expenditu

a andpproved for.accounted A.) 1A

L[n rfu,i
G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were

approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly
paid in accordance with this authority's
applied. 3( ,.e €v

registers compl properlyt-t Asset investmeand nts were ete and rateaccu and maintained. fr/
L Periodic bank account reconciliations were the year.carried out t/
J. Accounting sfatements prepared during the year were prepared on

(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate

the correct accounting basis
cash book, supported by an
debtors and creditors were

recorded
t/

1/22

tfK. the itselfcertified ASauthority afrom limitedexempt assurance inreview t222021 metit the
exem acriteria ndption itselfdeclared exem thecorrectly had limitedapt. (f authority assurance

ofreview 202fs tickAGAR "not covered')
L. The thepublishedauthority oninformation drequired e dateto theatwebsite/webpag up oftime

th internale uda tnit naccorda withce relthe evant islation.leg V
M" then covered this thAGAR eyear by forauthority for exercisetheprovidedconectly period of

asrights the ntsAccou Auditandpublic required by theRegulations 2022-2, 4GARJ(during period,
were ts relatiantn thetopublic righ -/.1.2021 GARA evidenced noticed and/arwebsiteby

minutesvedappro the dafesauthority confirming

V

authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2021122 AGAR
(seeAGAR Page I Guidance

N. The
Nofes). V

O. (For local councils only)
) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.Trust funds (includi charitable

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A22123 Form 2
Local councils, lnternal Drainage Boaids and other smallerAuthorities
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section 1 - Annuar Governance stateme fi ZazzrzS
We acknowledge as the members of:

glqA,NtsH i LL-. ff\,t {s{t (cr r,*( i t*

*For any statement to which the response is ,no', 
an explanation must be published

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given;

::;g iVl,*..,-

our responsibirity for ensuring that there is a sound systemthe preparation of theAccounting statements. we confirm,respect to the Accounting statements for the year endeo 31

of internal control, including arangements for
to the best of our knowledge and 6elief, with
I March 2023, that:

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at ameeting of the authority on,

lS lr sl zc)*r
and recorded as minr..te reference:

Ali 11
Chairman

Annual Governance and

Clerk

Accountability Return 2A22lZ3 Form 2

&aur*,* {-rt u-* pc , c k+. L{ K

We have Input place forarrangements effective financial
management theduring forand theyear, preparation ofthe statements.accounting

prepared its accou nting
with the Accounts and A

stateme nts i n accordance
udit Regulations.

We2. maintained an systemadequate intemalof control
measuresincluding todesigned prevent detectand udfra

and andcorruption reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper andarrangements accepted responsibility
for thesafeguarding public mone andty resources in
rfs charge.

WeJ, alltook reasonable tosteps assure ourselves
that there noare ofmatters oractual potential

withnon-compliance laws, andregulations Proirer
thatPractices havecould a significant financial effect

theon of thisability to conductauthority its
orbusiness its finances"manage

what it has the legal power to do and has
Proper Practices in doing so.

has only done
complied with

4.
theduring allyear gave interestedperson$ the toopportunity
andrnspecl ask guesflons fh,'sabout accounts,authority's

Weq
outcarried an assessment of the risks thisfacing

a tookanduthority propriateap tosteps thosemanage
risks, theincluding introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required

andconsidered dacumented the andfinancial nsksother it
andfaces withdealt them properly_

We6. nedmaintai thethroughout anyear andadequate
effective ofsystem internal ofaudit the accounting

andrecords control systems.

foranangad a competent person, of theindependent financial
andcontrols toprocedures, angive vrcwobjective on whetherinternal controls themeet ofneeds fhls smaller authority.7 We took actionappropriate on all matters raised

ln fromreports internal and audit.external
responded to matters broughl
external audit

to its aftention by internal and
We8. whetherconsidered any litigation orliabilities

eventscommitments, or transactions, eitheroccurring
or after theduring year-end, ahave financial onimpact

this whereandauthority haveappropriate, included them
n the accounting statements.

dlsc/osed it should haveeverything about Is busrness activity
theduing year eventsincluding afterplacetaking the yearifend relevant.

o local(For councils Trustonly) funds including
Incharitable. our theascapacity sole managing

trustee we ourdischarged accountability
forresponsibilities the fund(sryassets, including

financial ifand,reporting required, independent
orexamination audit.

methas all of ,ts responsibilities where body
/sit acorporate so/e ,rusfee of amanaging Iocal trust

or lrusts.

The authority is to atedrwebsite/webpage up thand e information ired therequ by Code ashbeen Transparency

Local Councils, tnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities Page 5 of 6
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'Yes' means that th;is autharity:

t/

/

V

V
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section 2 * Accounting staternents 2022 rzr tor

BrAArtg i+ rLL* {Xt r ! l+ ((,.ru 
^tcI 

L

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitabte)

The Council, as a
is responsible for

body corporate, acts as so/e trustee and
managing Trust funds orassefs.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
charitable)

The thelnfigures statements abaveaccounting do not
include Trust transactions.

1. Balances brought
forward *, /?

a-t) zeq
balancesTbtal reseryesand theat of thebeginning year

as recorded thein financial records. Value must toagree
7Box of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

Total amount of precept 
t

received or receivable in
received.

(or for lDBs rates and levies)
'the year. Exclude any grants

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income of asreceipts recorded thein /esscashbook
the orprecept rates/levies received (line lnclude)l any

received.grants
4. (-) Staff costs Total orexpenditure madepa'yments andto on behalf

of all lncludeemployees. saiarlesgross and wageg,
N/employers contributions, pensionemployers

contributions, andgratuities severance payments.
$. (-) Loan interest/capital

repayments or payments of capikl and interest
made during the year on the authority,s borrowings (if any).

Total expenditure

6. (-) All other payments
expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

book /ess sfarf cosls (tine 4) and loan

Total

interesUcapital

7" (=) Balances carried
foruyard 'Ltqq Total balances

equal (1+2+3)
and reserues at the end of the year. fulust
- (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

sumThe of all current and bankdeposit cashaccounts,
shotiand termholdings investments asheld J 1at March

To bankwith reconciliation.
9. Total fixed assets plus

long term investments
and assets

The value of all the property
up of all its fixed assets and .

31 lvlarch.

the authority owns - it is made
long term investnents as at

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capitat balance as
from third pafties (including 7WLB).

at 31 March of all loans

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prqpared on either a receipts and
payments or income eind expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities - a Practitioners'Guide to proper practices
and present fairly the financiat position of ihis authority.

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on thi$ date:

l{lrtsltcz*
as reeorded in minute reference:

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before
presented to the r approval

2bl r-l
Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the
Accounting 

Pta}f elts were approved
J' I f /\\.1;.).,**rDate

Annual Governance and
Local Councils, lnternal

N lcslzeb

being

CS
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Name of Smaller authority: 8t **.rs#crl" lAAtS4 C7u xs(,t L*
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS.AND PUBLICATION

OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &
ACCOUNTABILIry RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

LocalAudit and Accou ntability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The and Audit 2015 201

NOTICE

1, Date ofannouncemenf , .

2. Each year the smailer authorigr's ^Annuar Governance and Accountabirity
letum BGAR) needs tg. !e reyiiwed by an externat auditor appointed bysmaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Lto. rne unaudited AGAR has beenpublished with this notice. As it has yet to be revieweo uy irre appoint"o auditor,it is subject to change as a result of ttrat revieu
Any person interested has_the. rjsht to inspect and make copies of theaccounting records f?r g9 finariciir year to which the auait rerites and aflbooks, deeds, contracts_, biils, vouchers, receipts and otherdocuments reratingto those records must be made avairabre'for i""p*ti", ov'-"ny p"ooninterested. For theyear ended 3i March 2023, these doiuments #ll Le avairabreon reasonable notice by application to:

(b)

commencing on (c) t2*t .T,*Ce 'LOz\

and ending on (d) tLr^ i"tu ry aCI a\
3. Local government erectorc and their representatives arso have:

o The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

o The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor courd either make- a puutic inieiisi,"poh or appry to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unra*iu[written noticeof an objeclion must first be given to the auditor anol *pv sent to thesmaller authority.

Jls aononteo auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below forthis purpose betueen the above dates only.

4. The smailer authority'$ 1G4R Is subJect to rBvrew by the appointed auditorunder the provisions of the Locar Aridit and Accou'nt"o,riti'l"i 2014, theAccounb and Audit Regurations 201s and the NAOJ Cil;;? ntiiit practce
2015. The appointed auditor is:

'i
BDO LLP
Arcadia House
Maritime Walk
Ocean Village
Southampton
so14 3TL
El councilaudits@bdo.co.uk

5. This announcement ts made (e) . r\r-L1.59;ri

(a) lnsert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(b) lnsert name, position and
address/telephone number/ email
address, as eppropriate, of the Chair or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

(c) lnsert date, which must be at least 1

day afier the date ot announcement in (a)
aborre and at least 30 working dayi
before the date appointed in (d) below 

-

(d).T!g inspection period between (c)
3nd (d) must be 30 working dayi
inclusive and must include the nrst iO
working days of July.

(e) lnsert name and position of person
placing the notice - this person must be
the Chair of the parish meeting



LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including parish
meetings where there is no parish council.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Requlations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. lf you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
'period for the exercise of public rights', during which ycu can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities' accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 3-14 July
2023 tor 2022-23 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. lf you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For. example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditofs remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is bome by the local
taxpaye$. Give your smaller authori$ the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. lf you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor-know your concern as soon as possible. The
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the extemal auditor questions.



Bgfore you ask the extemal auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questi6ns, under tG nct, after the
end of the period for the exercise of publicrights. You may aik youi smal6r authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these aie not questions under the Act.

You can ask the extemal auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer 'what' questions, not 'why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, fmances, procedures or anything else unless it is direcfly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make obiections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to o-bject to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawiul or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local govemment elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an-item of account is
unlaMul, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlavyful, or why
you think that a public interest report shouid be made about it.'Y'ou must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you 

_have to stipport your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write io the external auditor stbting y6u want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send i'*pV to the
smaller authority. The notice must include

r confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area;. why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;o details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; ando details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountabilitv Aci 2014.

A finalword

You may not use this 'right to object' to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens;Advice Bureau, Iocal Liw Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether to take your objection fonivard, one of a series of faitors ttre auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they willonly continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do.so. They may also decide not to considei an objection if they tlrinf tnat it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repgats an objection already considered. lf you 

-appeal 
to thd courts against

an auditofs decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawfui, you
will haye to pay for the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of thepublication ', : ., .

;:i.ri.t_ i:ijt'il::re available from the NAO website.

lf you wish to contact your authority's appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Acco u nta bi I ity Retu rn .


