
Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2024125 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exceed f25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2025, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section I of the LocalAudit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 201 5

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2025 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2025
notifying the external auditor.

6Ax,tl st+ iu:- f Nal*rr (}LLt\tLt /-
certifies that during the financial year 2A24125, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the
year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed €25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2A24125:

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2024125

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of f210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
. The authority was in existence on lstApril 2021
. ln relation to the preceding financial year QAnlzA), the external auditor has not:

. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it

. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it

. issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule B to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 ("the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice

. commenced judicial review proceedings under sectlon 31(1) of the Act

. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration

" The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

lf the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding f25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual lnternal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Reguiations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2025.
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will cornply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Financial Officer Date

i 5-L+ -tl
i4+C-03

$faI;*s
I confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by this
authority on this date;

as recorded in minute reference:

if o:,/ze;-S
Signed by Date

iilt:-llt; *s
Generic email address of Authority Telephone number

CkW, bz.,.&utf G tltu4d(,tl- ,toN Cl2&'&"rzSttL
*Published web address

fftt,ttgt tt{-l - P(,01-ti , Ll K
ONLY this Gertificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2A25. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of f40 + VAT.
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Annual lnternal Audit Report ZAZilzS

6Q*aq \rt rtt_ fkpq gi.i Liri.t*t tL-
& r',rs tt tLt- --Pt'- . 

1'1 Ek, L{ K
During the financial year ended 31 tr/arch 2025 , this authority's internal auditor acting independenfly and on thebasis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant proceduresand controls in operation and obtained app ropriate evidence frorn the authority.
The internal audit for ZAZ4\2S has been carried out in accordance with this authority,s needs and plannedcoverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised inthis table Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusionson whethe r, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial yearto a stand ard adequate to meet the needs of this authority

Annual Governance and Accountabi lity Return 2024125 Forrn 2

records have been hout the financial
A. accou kept

VAT

ThisB. itswithcompliedauthority ncialfina regulations, werentspayme bysupported allwas ndapproved WAS accounted for.
Th diSc assessed theuthority ntifica toriskssrgn itsachieving andobjectives reviewed the adequacyof to thesemanage V

monitored:

ffi. The 0r ratesprecept requirement ItecirESU afrom n adequate processbudgetary ressp rog nstagabudthe WAS and reseryes were L/
hanked;

ffi" nExpected wascome ful ly basedreceived, on correct rices,p record, andedproperly promptly
and VAT WAS for.accounted V

VAT
cashPetty werepayments properly supported allby receipts, cashpetty itureexpend WAS

d and ap for.accounted

PAYE

Sala*" tories andemployees toaliowances bersmem were lnpaid accorda nce with this authority'sandapprovals a NInd entsrequirem were properly applied
i"l" Asset and investments were complete and accurate and maintained.

carried out durin
!.

the
bankPeriodic ntaccou Sieconciliation were

J statementsAccounting uriAprepared the wereng year on correcttheprepared basisaccounting
nd(receipts orpayments income nd expenditu thetoagreedre), cash book, anbysupported

trailauditadequate from rdsreco whereandunderlying debtors andappropriate creditors wereed.record

tfK. the autho itselfrtified drity frornexempt Iia mited assurance inreview it met2023t?4, the
acriteri ndaexemption declared itselfcorrectly 'tf theexempt. .4had limitedauthority assuranceofrevtew A3/24 tickGAR "not

L. The theishedpublauthority inforrnation onrequired d website/web dateto atuppage the oftimethe tn terna inaudit withaccordance the relevant legislation
n the coveredyear this theby AGAR, authority forcorrectly provided theforperiod ofexercise

AS red thepublic rights requ Accountsby and Audit Regulations the A2024-25(during GAR period,v're{e fspublic relation tarigh the 2023-24 AGAR bevidenced naticety the and/orved minutesauthority the dafes
f'*. The a hasuthority withied thecompl publication entsrequirem 2023t24for AGAR

A GAR 1(see Page Guidance Notes)

i.l (For local councils only)
charitable) * The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

Trust funds

Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities
Page 4 of 6

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk a!.eas on separate sheets if needed).
Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

1
Signature of person who
carried out the internal audit

,/,:'ttri i , . 1 L t' .'.. i .^s.i j'Lut ){ l(_,l/1*(

/.--J d \ fl-r-l,t d'

'L'-/ .fa- ....) "-lDate

elT:fi:H[t:;:"ir";,*:n;r* 
tn" implications and action beins raken to address any weakness in controt identified

in this area and when it is
separate sheets if needed).

w
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**Note: lf the response is 'not covered' please state when the most recent internal audit work was donenext planned; o( if coverage is not required, the annual inGrr"iurJiir"po,t'*u.t explain why not (add



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024125

We acknowledge as the members of:

-6c*+t *d tLt- Ftvt<,tt c'.{(tii:(iL-
our responsibility for ensurinE that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 filarch 2A25,lhal:

*For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

>$osle*s
and recorded as minute reference:

'Lsl rS

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was Eiven

Chair

Clerk

i. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared its accaunting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

i. We maintained an adequate system of rnternal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public maney and resources in
its charge.

ii We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has anly done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Pracllces ln doing so-

,'J We provided proper opportunity during the year for
lhe exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all persons rnleresled the opportunity to
inspect and ask quesflons about this authority's accounts.

S. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

cansidered and docufienterl the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them praperly.

il We maintained throlrghout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records anei control systems.

arranged for a carnpetenlperson. independent ofthe financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of fhls sfialler autharity.

i. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

responded lo matters brought to its attention by internal and
externa! audit.

l. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
conrmitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial rmpact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have rncluded them
in the accounting statements.

disclosed everything it should have about fts busrness activlfy
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

t. (For local councils only) Trust funds includrng
charitable. ln our caoacity as the sole managing
trustee we dischargeel our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and. if reguired. independent
examination or audit.

has met all af its responsrb/illes where as a bocly
corparate rT rs a so/e managinE trustee af a local trust
or frusls.

The authority website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has
been published.

P4a*is dtLL-*FGfl&*, L( K

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2424125 Forrn 2
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024125 for

tAg-l\4"1tr|t L L fke:SA (Tyt t€t L-

1. Balances brought
forward T\bZ -a

,3tw1
Tatal balances and reserues at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Bax 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

,5CC

Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts

rIL{ li Au"tl
Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook /ess
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs

r.5.tl - Z -n, f-\l.5rt"t

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross sa/anes and wages,
employers N I contributions, employers pension
contibution s, g ratu ities and severance payments.

5" (-) Loan interesUcapital
repayments

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year an the authority's bonowings (it any).

6. (-) All other payments

t"(# t+qa
Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book /ess staffcosfs (line 4) and loan interesVcapital
repayments (line 5).

?. (=) Balances carried
forward

-3 iL{.i
Tatal balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
equal t1+2+3) - (4+5+61.

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments 3t qat )1 bt

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as af 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fxed assefs and long term investmenls as af
31 March.

10. Total bonowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third pafties (including PWLB).

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as so/e trustee and
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs.

1"1h. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The figures in the aecounting statements above
exelude any Trust transactbns.

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities - a Practitioners'Guide to Proper Practices and
present fairly the financial position of this authority.
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

'Z{aq;,.u

as recorded in minute reference:

LSI tb
Signed by Chair of the m
Accounting

Date Zaf a{ze s*s

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024125 Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities
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Name of Smaller authority: 6-gp+"te i{ I LL: fA#.ts t+ [&tt.ie L,-

NOTIGE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORTTY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25,26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit ulations 2015 201

NOTICE NOTES

2C1. Date of

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice.
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor's review.
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documenE relating to
those records must be made available for inspection by any percon interested.
For the year ended 31 March 2025, these documenE will be available on
reasonable notice by application to:

(b) & &-1'.-*

commencing on (c)

and ending on (d) -L- Lf r*-/ )l t'->
I

3. Local govemment electons and their representatives also have:

The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the ourt for a declaration that an item of account is unlaMul, Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority's AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 20{4 lead to the involvement of the auditor. The appointed
auditor is:

BDO LLP
Arcadia House
MaritimeWalk
Ocean Village
Southampton
SO14 3TL
I councilaudits@bdo.co.uk

5, This announcement is made by (e)
pDnJr&

2t:s-$

a

a

5t
L'-.L

(a) lnsed date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(b) lnsert name, position and
address/telephone number/ email
address, as appropriate, of the Chair or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

(c) lnseft date, which must be at least 1

day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) betow

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July.

(e) lflsert name and position of person
placing the notice - this person must be
the Chair of the parish meeting



LocAL AUTHoRrryAccouNTs: A suMMARyoF youR RlcHTs

Please note that this.summary applies to all retevant smaller authorities, including parishmeetings where there is no parish council.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountabilltv A-ct 2014.(the AcQ governs the work of auditors appointed to smallerauthorities. This summary exptains tne prwiiions c6itaineJln sections 26 and 2l of the Act. The Actand the Accounts and Audlt Regulatiqns 2015 also coverthe duties, responsibilitG 
"na 

,igt t= of smallerauthorities, other organisations ano thEpotic conceming tne accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accountingrecords of smaller authorities' As an interestid person you-can iisp"It ,""ounti[iilc*0" and retateddocuments' lf you are a local govemment elector for the 
"re" 

to which the accounfs ietate you can alsoask questions about the accounts and object to them. vou oo not.have to pay direcfly for exercisingyour rights' However,.any.resulting costs incurred by the smarrer authority form part of its running costs.Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for ffre coit or you eiercising your rights through their counciltax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to localelectors' You can inspectlh.e accounting records f6r the financiil year to which the audit relates and allbooks, deeds, contracts,.bills, vouche{ receipts and othei ooluments relating to those records. you
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must ne-auoui the accounts, orrelate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for exampie, insiect or copy documents unrelated to theaccounts' or that include personal information (Section'26 (6) - (10) or nL nci e$t;i;, what is meantby personal information). You cannot inspLct intormiti6n which is protected by commerciatconfidentiality' This is information which woulo pre;uoice commerciat .onno.inti.rityit it r"r reteased tothe public and there is not, set against this, a'very strong reason in the public interest why it shouldnevertheless be disclosed.

\Men smaller authorities..have.fnished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,they must publish them (including on a websitef There r*si o" a 30 worklig-o"v p"riod, caled the'period for the exercise of public rights', during ,irf,i"f, V-o, 
"an 

Lxercise your statutory right to inspectthe accounting records. Smaller iuttrorities inust telite prnii", including advertising this on theirwebsite, that the accounting records and related documents iie availaole to inspect. By anangementyou will then have 30 working days to inspect and make .opi"i qf tfre accounting records. you mayhave to pay a copying charge. Th; 30 worliing oay perioJ mult inctuoe a common period of inspectionduring which all smaller authorities' accountiig recirds Jri irairaore to inspect. i[ir'*i1 be 1-14 July2025 for 2024-25 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of th6 drioJ Lr the exercise ofpublic rights, how you can communicate to the.sma.ller aunorityln?t you wish to inspect the accountingrecords and related documents, the name and address of theluditdr, and the relevant tegislation thatgoverns the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all thedetails. lf you are a local.elector, your right to isk questioni oiif," external auditor is enshrined in law.However, while the auditor will answer lour questibns where possible, they are not always obtiged todo so' For example,. the q.uestion might be bettercn.*6r"0 by another organisation, requireinvestigation beyond the.auditor's remit, 
-or 

involve-iiipropir$onate cost (which is-borne by the locattaxpayer)' Give your smaller authority the opportunity.fiist tb expiain anything in the accounting recordsthat you are unsure about- lf you are not satlsneo *itn tn"i, erilanatioi, vo,i.an qu"rtion the externalauditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period forthe exercise of public rights, so let the externaiauditor hilt;;, concem as soon as possible. Theadvertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give theperiod forthe exercise of public rights during wnic"n vou may'asktne auoitor'qL,Lstions, which here



means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the extemal auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer 'what' questions, not 'why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlaMul or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlavvful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlavyful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

. confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authorig's area;

. why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;
r details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and
. details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest

report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Lqqal &udt_Ald-AceCIuntabiti .

A finalword

You may not use this 'right to object' to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your localCitizens'Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor, Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether to take your objection fonrvard, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous orvexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. lf you appealto the courts against
an auditofs decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication i- tCI

yqgllglfl$ are available from the NAO website.

lf you wish to contact your authority's appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Nghts and
Publication ol Unaudited Annual Govemance &
Acco u nta b i I ity Retu rn .


